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The Logic of the 1911 Revolution and the Construction and Development of China’s
Modern State from the Perspective of Holistic History
ZHANG Zonglan & LIANG Dawei

Abstract: Modernization has been the relentless goal pursued by all social classes in China since
modern times. However, the construction of China’s modernization must be fundamentally premised on
the establishment and consolidation of a modern state. Examining the occurrence and profound impact
of the 1911 Revolution from the perspective of a holistic historical view reveals the logic underlying the
construction and development of modern China. In the short-term, the Revolution of 1911 paved the way
for modern state construction, nurtured supporting agents, laid a social foundation, and responded to the
historical theme of building a modern state. In the medium-term, the Communist Party of China (CPC)
replaced the Kuomintang as the supporting agent and completed the construction of a modern state by
drawing on the experience of the Revolution of 1911. In the long-term, by incorporating Sun Yat-sen’s
ideological resources, the CPC has prioritized the maintenance of national sovereignty, the establishment of
unified political institutions, and the fostering of a unified cultural identity as fundamental aspects of modern
state-building, thereby creating a new framework for the construction of a modern state. The process of
the CPC absorbing the resources of the 1911 Revolution from the perspective of the holistic view of history
reflects the internal logical unity between the construction and development of a modern country led by the
CPC and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. It is of great significance to unite all Chinese people
under the leadership of the Party in the new era to achieve the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Keywords: Chinese modernization; holistic view of history; the revolution of 1911; modern nation-state;
nation building



