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Humanistic Economy Empowering Green Development: Analytical Framework and Typical Case
XI Weijian & SUN Yuhan

Abstract: As a new form of human civilization, Chinese modernization has achieved remarkable success,
giving rise to a new-era humanistic economics based on the dual prosperity of Chinese culture and the
economy. This paradigm is set to transform and expand traditional theoretical frameworks. In practice, the
contemporary Chinese humanistic economy offers a pathway for green development that is distinct from both
the “substitution theory” which prioritizes artificial intelligence and the “pastoral theory” which emphasizes
the natural environment. It highly stresses the significance of real-world human interactions and the
controllable approach of “combining tradition with modernity” which is conducive to achieving sustainability.
To analyze the process by which the humanistic economy empowers green development,this paper proposes a
“five-level and four-integration” analytical framework, comprising the “inheritance of tradition, clarification
of boundaries, innovation of ecology, expansion of openness, and promotion of values.” It posits that local
governments may face a cost-benefit disalignment during the empowerment and development cycles,
potentially leading to unsustainable policies. Drawing on the development case of Dapeng New District in
Shenzhen, Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, which aims to “build a world-class coastal eco-
tourism resort,” a step-by-step empirical examination is conducted. Utilizing non-parametric methods such
as Locally Weighted Regression (Loess), Grey Relational Analysis (GRA), and Generalized Additive Model
(GAM), the cumulative, lagged, and nonlinear effects of macro-level empowerment are interpreted. The
findings reveal a period of disalignment lasting 5 to 6 years between the investment in humanistic economic
construction and the promotion of green development. Furthermore, qualitative data are used to clarify how,
at the micro-level, this case combines the “traditional Lingnan maritime cultural spirit” with the “modern bay
area coastal tourism economy” to empower green development in the long-term practice, and gradually solves
the problem by cultivating eco-tourism. The paper concludes by summarizing the theoretical contributions of
humanistic economic construction to achieving green development and enhancing sustainability, with the aim
of offering a fresh perspective for the construction of the new-era humanistic economics.

Keywords: Humanistic Economy; green development; sustainability; Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area; non-parametric methods



