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Cross-border Reciprocity and Symbiosis: A Study on the Practices of Female Merchants in
China-Kazakhstan Border Trade in Building People-to-People Connectivity
YU Jieru

Abstract: As key actors in shaping globalization and connecting regional markets with the global
economy, female entrepreneurs are prevalent in border areas. Female merchants in border markets, as an
important trade group along the China-Kazakhstan border, play a significant role in the construction of
mutual understanding and friendship. From the development of “cross-border business” to “market-based
retail business” and then to “online micro-business,” female merchants in border markets have gradually
formed a new commercial logic of “trade only occurs with relationships” through the dual strategies of
“credit-based transactions” and personal connections. At the same time, their trade practices have not only
promoted the sustainable development of the border economy but also deepened cultural exchanges between
the two countries, contributing to the national goal of achieving border security and development. Moreover,
based on discussions about the role of female merchants in border markets, it can be observed that the border
trade between China and Kazakhstan is a vivid microcosm of the shared future of humanity. Through border
trade, both countries have not only achieved resource complementarity and goods circulation but also created
a large number of employment opportunities and economic development prospects for the border areas. The
trade practices of female merchants in the China-Kazakhstan border markets fully demonstrate that the idea
of a shared future for mankind is not only a grand concept of global cooperation but also a practical path that
can be specifically embodied in microeconomic activities and cross-cultural exchanges.

Keywords: people-to-people connectivity; border people’s mutual trade; female merchants; China-

Kazakhstan border; community with a shared future for mankind



