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The Interpretation of Chinese Characters in Ancient Chinese Architecture
YUAN Zhong

Abstract: The original consciousness of the ancients’ perception of Chinese architecture was first
solidified in ancient Chinese characters. The original “text” of ancient architectural construction can
be found in ancient Chinese characters. Ancient Chinese characters as hieroglyphs have natural and
coherent continuity with ancient architecture as visual space. Many of the rich thoughts of Chinese ancient
architectural culture are condensed in Chinese characters. In the ancient writing stage of oracle bone
inscriptions, bronze inscriptions, and Qin seal scripts before the transformation of Chinese characters
to official scripts, Chinese characters maintained a close relationship with pictures, mainly connecting
framework and meaning, and were the basic materials for studying the relationship between ancient Chinese
architecture and Chinese characters. People use methods, such as imagine, analogize, and empathize to
conceal ancient architecture from its partial components to its external image, from structure to the whole,
in ancient writing. The feelings, perceptions, psychology, behavior, and systems of ancient people can be
seen in ancient writing. In the different applications of configuration, original meaning, escape and metaphor
of Chinese characters, there are implications of ancient architectural activities, architectural image and
architectural psychology. Many Chinese characters are a kind of spatial concept and residential category.
In contrast to the solidification of ancient architectural imagery within Chinese character structures, the
art of writing Chinese characters can be regarded as the abstraction of such imagery. Chinese calligraphy,
with its abstract line forms and fluid rhythmic patterns, embodies both the visual modeling of ancient
architecture and the melodic beauty of visibility. In terms of character combinations, many idioms reflect the
diverse meanings and multidimensional values of traditional Chinese architectural culture. Whether viewed
from the essence of ancient architecture or its relationship with external elements, relevant idioms provide
corresponding expressions. By investigating the configuration of Chinese characters and a single Chinese
character as a word or morpheme which display the architectural cultural images, this paper explores the
ancient architectural cultural significance embodied in the configuration, word formation, use, calligraphy
and other aspects of ancient Chinese characters as pictographs and ideographs.

Keywords: chinese characters; space; Chinese culture; ancient architecture



