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The Evolution and Relocation of the “Morning Post Group” During the
Republican Era (1916-1937)
ZHENG Siyuan & FU Dengzhou

Abstract: The “Morning Post Group” primarily consisted of Morning Bell (1916—-1918), Morning Post
(1918-1928), New Morning Post (1928-1930), and Beiping Morning Post (1930—1937). It stood as the longest-
running newspaper network in Beijing during the Republican period and was marked by the most intense
power struggles and the most frequent shifts in editorial stance. The group’s three successive name changes
were not only direct consequences of political contestation over public opinion resources but also reflected
the transitional continuity maintained by its journalistic community—through the withdrawal of old
members and the joining of new ones—in a form of editorial relay that ensured the survival and evolution
of the group. Throughout its two-decade history, the Morning Post Group repeatedly faced surveillance,
censorship, and forced closures by various political forces, yet it continually resurrected itself amid the
turmoil of shifting power. Under constant pressure from competing political factions, its editors continuously
adjusted their strategies in pursuit of editorial autonomy and fairness. However, this pursuit engendered a
fundamental paradox: The more the group attempted to distance itself from politics, the more inevitably it
was drawn into the political vortex; the more it sought to avoid warlord interference, the more vulnerable
it became to the encroachment of other political forces. Similarly, the more it emphasized objectivity and
impartiality as professional ideals of press freedom, the less it could independently determine its editorial
content and agenda. This paradox reflects the Morning Post Group journalists’ struggle and adaptability
as they negotiated between the disciplining force of political power and their professional ideals. It also
provides a valuable historical case for understanding the dynamics of power transitions and the evolution of
ideological trends in modern Chinese society. In essence, the trajectory of the Morning Post Group sketches
a vivid historical portrait of how Chinese journalists in the early 20th century maneuvered within the tight
space between political control and the pursuit of press freedom.

Keywords: Republican Era (of China); Morning Post Group; journalist community; journalism and
communication



