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Critical Analysis of Digital Socialism Theory
XU Tao

Abstract: Digital socialism is an important intellectual trend rapidly emerging in contemporary leftist
theories abroad. Building upon critiques of neoliberalism and digital capitalism, numerous scholars have
actively explored and developed various forms of digital socialism. The Communication Political Economy
School advocates “Digital/Communication Socialism,” emphasizing the publicization of digital resources
and the sharing of information; the “New Planned Economy” trend reconstructs economic planning models
for the digital age based on algorithms and feedback mechanisms; Leftist Accelerationism discusses
comprehensive automation and further proposes concepts such as “Platform Socialism” and “Platform
Cooperationism,” aiming to achieve the socialization and democratization of platform technologies. These
digital socialism proposals extend and renew Marxist socialist theory by addressing issues such as the
ownership of digital means of production, the relationship between economic planning and markets, and
class struggle. On one hand, they demonstrate profound theoretical critique, proving that socialist thought
remains vibrant in contemporary leftist discourse abroad; on the other hand, they provide valuable insights
for technological development and governance, particularly offering reference for socialist nations advancing
digital modernization, addressing labor relations in the digital era, and navigating capital logic. It must be
acknowledged that digital socialism suffers from several critical flaws: it deviates from the fundamental
direction of Marxism and scientific socialism in certain theoretical aspects, underestimates the real potential
for further expansion of digital capitalism, and exhibits an optimistic bias toward capital-controlled digital
technologies. Therefore, we must approach the theoretical trend of digital socialism with a dialectical
perspective.

Keywords: digital socialism; digital capitalism; scientific socialism; digital technology governance;
theoretical critique



