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The Generation Logic, Influencing Factors and Functions of Political Trust in Emerging
Market Countries: A Research Review Based on Overseas Literature (2010-2024)
SUN Hao

Abstract: Political trust, a core concept in political science, is considered a crucial factor for the stable
operation of modern national political systems. Early research on political trust largely focused on the political
experiences of developed Western countries. However, in recent years, developed Western countries have
generally experienced a continuous decline in political trust. Theoretical research on political trust in developed
Western countries has proven insufficient to explain this trend, leading overseas scholars to gradually expand
their research focus to emerging market countries, attempting to explore the generation logic and operational
mechanisms of political trust under different political systems and social structures. By reviewing overseas
research on political trust in emerging market countries since 2010, it can be found that overseas research
mainly revolves around three paths: state capacity, cultural attributes, and social capital, forming the basic
logical framework for the generation of political trust in emerging market countries. From the macro-level
national context and meso-level institutional operation to the micro-level citizen perception, multiple levels
influence political trust. When a state can effectively build and maintain political trust, the resulting political,
economic, and social “trust dividends” will help improve the overall governance effectiveness of the state.
Based on overseas research on political trust in emerging market countries, this research suggests that future
studies on political trust in my country should be more grounded in local political practices and social contexts,
establishing a political trust evaluation system that aligns with China’s national conditions and promoting the
construction of a political trust theory within China’s independent knowledge system. At the practical level,
this requires deepening anti-corruption efforts, enhancing government transparency, and responding more
proactively to public concerns to continuously consolidate and strengthen political trust, thereby promoting the
modernization of the national governance system and governance capacity.
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