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The Pursuit of “Good Law” in Enhancing the Quality of Local Legislation:
Challenges and Pathways
YE Minjian & LUO Shi

Abstract: Advancement of the rule of law is premised on “good laws,” and formulating “good laws” is
the goal and task of legislative activities. It is necessary to take “good laws” as the evaluation requirement
for the quality of legislation. At present, there is no authoritative definition of what constitutes “good laws”
from the official side, and there are also many differences in the theoretical and practical circles. However,
legislation is an activity of extremely strong political nature, against the backdrop of the absence of an official
authoritative definition, it is unlikely that the path of shaping “good laws” from a positive perspective and
thereby developing evaluation criteria can be feasible. Therefore, it is not a bad way to shape “good laws”
from a negative perspective and thereby guide legislative practice, which can be an effective approach to
help improve the quality of legislation. Due to the fundamental differences between socialist rule of law with
Chinese characteristics and Western rule of law, it is not appropriate to simply apply Western legal theory
to define the opposite of “good laws” as the so-called “evil law.” From the perspective of local legislation,
in terms of the form, content, and effect of regulations, the opposition of good laws can be described as
superficial laws, weak laws, slow laws and incomplete laws. The main reasons leading to these problems
include insufficient guidance of core values and cognitive bias, the division of legislative authority is not
scientific enough, and the conservative legislation by local legislative bodies. It is an urgent task to seek a
systematic solution to overcome the problem from the methodological perspective. Based on an objective
recognition of the issue, through carrying out local pre-legislative assessment, clarifying the legislative
boundaries and structural framework, enhancing the hierarchy and quality of democratic legislation, we can
povide better objective conditions and realization approaches for enacting and promulgating “good laws,”
and realize good legislation and sound governance.

Keywords: good laws; local legislation; local legislative quality; local legislative evaluation; local
legislative procedure



