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Class Barriers, Digital Divide and Teenagers’ Higher Education Expectation: Empirical
Analysis Based on PISA2022 Data
SHAO Jianyao

Abstract: The rise and application of digital technology have produced a series of far-reaching impacts
on the equity of higher education. Based on the survey data of PISA2022, this study explores the relationship
between class barriers and digital divide and their impact on teenagers’ higher education expectation. It is
found that class barriers contribute to a digital divide, with a significant class differentiation among teenagers
in the application of digital technology. Teenagers from families with higher economic, social and cultural
status perform better in digital access, digital usage and digital literacy. Class barriers and digital divide have
a significant impact on teenagers’ higher education expectation. Higher family socioeconomic and cultural
status is associated with better digital engagement and literacy, as well as a greater likelihood of expecting
to pursue undergraduate or postgraduate education. Class barriers and digital divide have a joint effect on
teenagers’ higher education expectations. In families with lower economic, social and cultural status, the
negative effect of digital access is relatively greater, while the positive effect of digital use and digital literacy
is relatively smaller. In view of this, it is necessary to strengthen the construction of digital resources in the
family field and build a good digital environment; strengthen the construction of digital campus platform in
the school field to stimulate the intrinsic driving force of students’ learning. Improve the system and norms
of internet use behavior in the social field, and encourage universities, enterprises and social organizations to
participate in the digital literacy education of teenagers.

Keywords: class barriers; digital divide; higher education expectation; graduate education expectation; educational

equity



