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Development of Urban Silver Economy from the Intergenerational Perspective: International
Experiences and Specific Strategies
CAO Keyan & CAI Chujia

Abstract: Amid accelerating population aging, the silver economy is widely recognized as a pivotal
engine for industrial upgrading, yet its development faces challenges such as supply-demand mismatch
and inter-generational conflicts. The silver economy is not only an economic issue but also a public welfare
endeavor intertwined with inter-generational resource allocation and social equity. Moving beyond the
conventional “economy-society” dichotomy, the research proposes an intergenerational collaborative
development framework. Shenzhen, as a typical case of a young immigrant city experiencing rapid local
aging, possesses inherent advantages—including demographic dividends, industrial clusters, and strategic
geographic positioning—for upgrading the silver industry. However, issues such as stratified intergenerational
demands, digital divides, and the absence of family support have, to some extent, constrained the release of
market efficiency in this sector. Drawing on international experiences, this study proposes a four-dimensional
intergenerational adaptation strategy: (1) on the demand side, establishing a life-cycle-oriented market
positioning system with tiered policies for active seniors, middle-aged/elderly groups, and high-age care-
dependent populations; (2) on the supply side, building cross-generational innovation ecosystems to reconstruct
age-friendly technological standards and promote digital inclusion governance; (3) on the institutional side,
refining family resource coordination mechanisms to enhance inter-generational complementarity between
public services and elderly human capital; and (4) on the spatial side, designing age-inclusive physical-
social composite spaces to activate intergenerational resource interactions. The study delineates offering
theoretical and practical paradigms for high-density cities to reconcile intergenerational conflicts and achieve
resilient growth. It also holds significant implications for aging mitigation and industrial transformation in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

Keywords: silver economy; inter-generational perspective; urban industrial upgrading; Shenzhen; all-age
inclusivity



