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The Lumpenproletariat and the Three-Dimensional Configuration of History: On the
Class Narrative in The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
XIONG Shiwet

Abstract: “Lumpenproletariat” is the most distinctive group-name in Marx’s class narrative of
Bonaparte’s coup. Taking the lumpenproletariat as an entry point and examining its connection to history
offers an opportunity to more fully and appropriately grasp Marx’s class narrative. From a direct perspective,
the lumpenproletariat itself constitutes a group outside the social structure, thus belonging to the contingency
of history. This contingency not only exposes the limitations of treating class as a social classification
standard but also calls for further inquiry into the historical conditions that enable this group to play an
active role. The contingency non-reductively expresses the specific necessity of French class relations and
conjuncture. This shows no fixed correspondence between populations and classes. Meanwhile its actions
expose paradoxes within the conjuncture, which draws the necessity into new practical configurations
and highlights history’s perfectibility. The lumpenproletariat thus becomes a crucial figure through which
Marx articulates a triadic historical configuration—where contingency, necessity, and perfectibility are
dialectically intertwined, forming the structural logic of his class narrative in The Eighteenth Brumaire of
Louis Bonaparte.

Keywords: lumpenproletariat; contingency; necessity; perfectibility; Marx; class narrative



