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Promoting Reform Through Historical Initiative: Logic, Core Connotations, and Practical Pathways
ZHOU Shuhui & YAO Linzhi

Abstract: The Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) emphasized the need to “overcome difficulties, confront risks, and meet challenges with a spirit of
historical initiative.” This spirit, forged through the CPC leadership in the grand practices of revolution,
construction, reform, and resurrection, constitutes a distinctive ideological strength and provides a
continuous driving force for advancing the cause of reform. Advancing reform with a spirit of historical
initiative is a creative application of Marxist principles and has guided China’s reform and opening-up for
nearly five decades. This approach is crucial for Chinese modernization, with the CPC driving reforms
by aligning with historical trends, summarizing experiences, embracing responsibilities, and fostering
consensus, thereby driving China’s reform forward continuously: The Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC
Central Committee launched reform and opening up; the Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central
Committee proposed comprehensively deepening reform; the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central
Committee proposed further comprehensively deepening reform; and the Fourth Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee identified “securing new breakthroughs in further comprehensively deepening
reform” as one of the main objectives for economic and social development during the 15th Five-Year Plan
period. This marks a successive leap forward in reform from “launching—deepening—further deepening.”
Sustaining the spirit of historical initiative is essential to break new ground in reform and advance Chinese
modernization.

Keywords: Communist Party of China; historical initiative; reform; Third Plenary Session; Fourth
Plenary Session; Chinese-style modernization



