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[ RfEHE BRG]

The Inspiration of China’s Experience in Building Special Economic Zones on Brazil’s
Strategic Planning for the Construction of Special Economic Zones
DAI Yonghong & WANG Junhao

Abstract: Special Economic Zones (SEZs) serve as a pivotal policy tool for stimulating regional economic
development, particularly in developing countries. As the world’s largest developing country, China has
achieved remarkable economic success since its reform and opening-up, a trajectory deeply intertwined
with the establishment of SEZs. These zones have become a crucial engine for driving regional industrial
growth in China, which has now emerged as the world’s second-largest economy, significantly enhancing
its international status and influence.As fellow developing countries and important strategic partners, China
and Brazil have deepened their cooperation through mechanisms such as BRICS, the China-CELAC Forum,
and the Forum for Economic and Trade Cooperation between China and Portuguese-Speaking Countries. In
recent years, the Brazilian federal government has actively explored the establishment of SEZs to promote
economic growth and regional development and has established various types of these zones. However, they
face challenges, such as insufficient infrastructure, weak policy implementation and oversight, fragmented
planning and development, and a shortage of talent. At the same time, the successful experience of China’s
special economic zones over the past four decades provides valuable lessons for the Brazilian federal
government. Analyzing the successful experience and strategic planning of China’s special economic zones
can help Brazil overcome the current difficulties faced by the development of special economic zones and
further optimize the strategic planning of Brazil’s own special economic zones. This will highlight the global
influence of China’s special economic zones, further enhance China’s international status, and set a good
example for international communication and experience sharing in the Global South.

Keywords: special economic zones; developing countries; China; Brazil; strategic planning
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