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The Generation Mechanism and Cultural Reflection of the Animated Image of “Ugly Nezha”
XIE Gu

Abstract: Under the continuous development and transformation of Chinese society, the mythological
figure of Nezha in traditional Chinese culture is constantly interpreted and reconstructed. In the Ming
Dynasty fantasy novel Fengshen Yanyi, the image of Nezha is deeply imprinted with the imprint of feudal
society, and his fate is dominated by “destiny” and “calamity”. Against the backdrop of reform and opening
up, the image of Nezha has transformed from a domineering young man in Fengshen Yanyi to a heroic young
man pursuing justice in the animated film Nezha Nao Hai. The negative elements of fate and retribution
in the original work have gradually faded away. Since entering the new era, under the market-oriented
transformation of the animation industry, the rapid development of digital technology, and the profound
influence of mainstream values, the animated films Nezha. The Birth of the Demon Child and its sequel
Nezha: Demon Child Conquers the Sea have been released one after another. Nezha has achieved a more
contemporary symbol reconstruction, and an “ugly Nezha” animated image that dares to resist fate and
break through prejudice has been generated. As a reflective symbol, the image of “Ugly Nezha” reflects the
common anxiety faced by contemporary individuals in the face of uncertainty and the universal difficulties
encountered in pursuing individuality and self-expression. Transcending the binary opposition of “beauty
is good, ugliness is evil”, it breaks the monopoly pattern of a single aesthetic standard with unique Eastern
aesthetics. The reshaping of the modern value of the “Nezha” symbol is not only reflected in the visual
innovation of Nezha’s image and its derived commercial value, but also in the creative transformation and
innovative development of excellent traditional Chinese culture, demonstrating the new vitality of traditional
cultural symbols in modern society.

Keywords: materialist conception of history; Nezha animated character; cultural symbol; reshaping
traditional culture
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