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Interrogating Destiny: Heroic Ethics in the /Vezha Film Series
XIONG Chengshuai

Abstract: The film Nezha 2 ignited a nationwide cinematic sensation, establishing itself as a cultural
phenomenon in Chinese film history and a quintessential example of contemporary China’s “new
mythology”. While Nezha I adopts a narrative structure reminiscent of ancient Greek mythology—
particularly its thematic engagement with fate—its interpretation of “destiny” remains fundamentally rooted
in the Chinese mythological tradition. This paper conducts a comparative analysis between the character
Nezha in the animated film series and Iphigenia from Greek mythology, examining divergent heroic
ethics across these two civilizational frameworks. In Greek mythology, fate manifests as human mortality.
This inescapable destiny underscores the preciousness of life, compelling individuals toward purposeful
action beyond mere survival. The core of Greek heroic ethics lies in dedicating one’s life to a grand cause,
thereby attaining honor conferred by the community and securing a form of immortality for the mortal self.
Conversely, the Chinese conception of fate encompasses dual dimensions: Ming (%, innate status) centered
on identity consciousness, and Shi (#, mutable momentum). Within Chinese cultural foundations, Shi—
as a synonym for fate—appears overwhelmingly potent. Yet precisely because Shi is inherently dynamic, it
remains susceptible to alteration through human agency. Nezha’s identity consciousness is forged through
rebellion against unjust rules and the reversal of shi masquerading as inevitability. This constitutes Nezha’s
authentic “destiny” and epitomizes the heroic ethics characteristic of Chinese mythology. Future installments
of the Nezha series, should they incorporate the uncompromising heroic ethos of Greek mythology, may
cultivate a more panoramic civilizational vision—potentially pioneering a new trajectory in animation
cosmopolitanism.

Keywords: Nezha 2; Iphigenia; destiny; spirit of rebellion; heroic ethics; new mythology
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