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The Life Community Turn of Marx and Engels’ Ecological Thought
ZHANG Chenyao

Abstract: The ecological thought of Marx and Engels reveals the dialectical relationship between humans

and nature through the lens of labor, criticizes the capitalist mode of production and lifestyle via Marxist

ecological political economy, and resolves the contradictions between nature and humans, as well as among

humans, through the ecological vision of communism. The concept of community of life is the inheritance,

innovation and development of Marx and Engels’ ecological thought. Building a community of life is a
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variations in mentor approaches, vague training objectives, and a disconnect from societal needs. The study
focuses on the collaborative graduate education practices of a specific research institution (referred to as
Institution S), exploring measures and outcomes in university-research institution collaboration. Adopting
a societal-needs perspective, the research examines how the collaborative training program meets social
demands, fosters interdisciplinary work and the integration of science and education. Based on the analysis
between international and China’s program designs, the study uses Institution S as a case by interviewing
students and supervisors to learn their perspectives on the collaborative training programs. Comparing
training goals, methods and outcomes between the university and the institution, the study explores the
value of the program.The findings show that a program-based design, an enhanced academic environment
and a multi-dimensional evaluation system have provided the institutional support for the program. Besides,
supervisors have played an important role in offering academic guidance and broadening the perspective of
students while students have improved themselves in practical skills, academic understanding and teamwork
abilities. Therefore, it is essential to focus on training research-oriented talent to expand the academic
network through the collaboration among diverse partners and deepen the development of teams among
multiple fields, which will help build a stronger and more interconnected academic community.

Keywords: collaborative training program; research institutions; integration of science and
education; graduate education; integrated development of education, technology and talent
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necessary step for the Communist Party of China to lead the Chinese people to build a beautiful China, to
comprehensively promote the Chinese modernization of harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature,
and it is the historical orientation and solution for China to follow the law of the development of human
civilization, confirm the new type of global eco-justice values, and take the initiative to build a better world
by following the position of a responsible major nation and the example of a developing country. We examine
the theoretical origin of Marx and Engels’ ecological thought as the community of life from the perspective
of materialist history, analyze the intrinsic correlation and consistency between Marx and Engels’ ecological
thought and the concept of community of life from the logical basis, explain the community of life as the
tension of the times and the practice of Marx and Engels’ ecological thought in terms of its connotations,
values and practice, and interpret the premise and the reason for the turn to the community of life in Marx
and Engels’ ecological thought. In order to demonstrate that the concept of community of life is a product of
the Sinicization and modernization of Marx and Engels’ ecological thought, this study explores the premise,
motivations, and direction of the turn toward the community of life, thereby revealing the powerful vitality
and enduring truth of Marxism in the contemporary era.

Keywords: Marx and Engels’ ecological thought; harmonious coexistence of humanity nature;
community of life; ecological civilization;
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