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The Exploration of the Two Early Orientations of Shenzhen Special Economic Zones and Its
Far-Reaching Significance
YUAN Yuan

Abstract: In the early days of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, there were two major orientations,
what kind of economic structure the special zone should have and whether it should become a pilot area for
reform. These two orientations were directly related to Shenzhen becoming a global high-tech metropolis and
the forefront of reform and opening-up of China, with great significance and far-reaching implications. After
debates, explorations, and careful deliberations among multiple options, Shenzhen ultimately chose to develop
the most advanced information technology at that time as a leading and pillar industry, aiming to build
Shenzhen into a “reform pilot zone” that would lead national reforms. These two orientations harmonized
the primary social contradictions on both sides, promoted the dual development of reform and innovation,
and integrated the reform experimental zone with the pilot demonstration area. Maintaining its advantages is
a crucial task for Shenzhen today. Since Shenzhen designated information technology as its pillar industry,
a large number of world-renowned companies, technologies, and products have emerged in this field. To
continue maintaining its edge in this sector, Shenzhen needs not only a vast industrial cluster but also strong
clusters. First, there must be more breakthroughs in core technologies, standing at the pinnacle of industries
and sectors; second, there must be complete industrial clusters and chains, forming a powerful synergy within
the industry. The Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China has
set clear requirements for further comprehensive deepening of reforms. Shenzhen, as a pioneering force in
reform, now faces another rare historic opportunity. Shenzhen must prioritize economic reform to improve
the market economy system, thereby driving reforms in other areas. It needs to move from the early “cross
the river by reaching stones” to the current “top-level design”, ensuring that reforms are comprehensive,
systematic, and coordinated, creating institutional advantages for all-round development.

Keywords: Special Economic Zone; early positioning; far-reaching significance; electronic
information industry; reform pilot area
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