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The Possibility and Realization of “the Second Integration” to Resolve the Dispute between
Ancient and Modern China and the West
PAN Zhu & CHEN Shengjun

Abstract: “The second integration” is another major innovation in the theoretical construction and
development of the Communist Party of China. This is not only reflected in the breakthrough at the
theoretical level, but also in its profound influence in terms of practical guidance. “The second integration”
offers a new way of thinking for examining and resolving the difficult problem of “the dispute between
ancient and modern China and the West”. Correctly understanding and accurately grasping the dialectical
relationship between the ancient and the modern, the Chinese and the Western, which is inherent in “the
second integration”, is an important perspective for understanding and resolving “the disputes between
the ancient and the modern, the Chinese and the Western”. At present, although the related research on the
“debate between ancient and modern, Chinese and Western” cannot break away from the research paradigms
of predecessors, its connotation will change with the development of time and practice, and it needs to be
observed and clarified from the unique perspective of the new era. The possibility of “the second integration”
resolving “the dispute between ancient and modern China and the West” lies in the alignment in content,
integration in perspective and consistency in characteristics between Marxism and traditional Chinese
culture. Among them, whether from the unique characteristics of Marxism, the basic attributes of China’s
fine traditional culture, or based on the high degree of fit between the two, it indicates that “the second
integration” provides a great possibility for resolving this “dispute”. Therefore, under the unique background
of the new era and guided by “the second integration”, we should strengthen theoretical research and
construct a cultural dialogue mechanism for ancient-modern and Chinese-Western exchange. We must also
enrich the combination carriers and promote the harmonious coexistence of “ancient and modern, Chinese
and Western” cultures. We also need to adhere to openness and inclusiveness and promote cultural exchanges
and mutual learning between ancient-modern and Chinese-Western traditions. Only by doing these, can we
facilitate the realization of “the second integration” in resolving the problem of “the dispute between the East
and the West, both ancient and modern”, and reach the realm of cultural construction and development of
“understanding the essence and applying it, and integrating the essence and application”.

Keywords: “the second integration” ; the controversy between ancient and modern; the dispute between
China and the West; practical approach
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