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From Strategic Thought to Legal System: an Exploration of the Rationale for
Incorporating a Holistic Approach to National Security into Law
WANG Qianggiang

Abstract: A holistic approach to national security is an important strategic thought for the Party’s
leadership of national security work. Writing a holistic approach to national security into law and
transforming it into the will of the country and the people is not only an important manifestation of Xi
Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law, but also an intrinsic requirement for building a national security legal
system. It also provides a legal basis for the party’s leadership of national security work. Examining the
current laws and regulations, a holistic approach to national security has begun to take shape. However, due
to various reasons such as the derivative nature of national security issues, the scope ofa holistic approach
to national security being incorporated into the law is not yet clear, and the legal expression is not uniform.
This affects the quality of national security legislation and is not conducive to the construction of a national
security legal system with Chinese characteristics. To this end, it is urgent to conduct research on the
theory of a holistic approach to national security concept being incorporated into the law, and to clarify
why a holistic approach to national securityis incorporated into the law, which laws are incorporated into
it, how it is incorporated into the law, and how to express it. From the perspective of legal scope, we can
try to construct a three-fold judgment standard of “field-institution-internal client” of national security
relevance. Legislation in each security field of the national security system should be clearly included in a
holistic approach to national security. National agencies and relevant legislation involving the maintenance
of national security should carefully evaluate the relevance before deciding whether to include it in a holistic
approach to national security. Technically speaking, a holistic approach to national security should be
incorporated into the law using an abstract confirmation model. In the relevant legislation of various national
security fields and national agencies, a holistic approach to national security should appear as a concept
or principle, and the “XX safety work™ should be adopted. Or XX institution should adhere to a holistic
approach to national security......”; in relevant legislation involving the maintenance of national security, a
holistic approach to national security should appear as the legislative purpose, and the expression “in order to
implement a holistic approach to national security......” can be used.

Keywords: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law; a holistic approach to national security; technical
standards; institutionalization; rule of law



