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A Comparison of Equality Concept between Ancient India and Europe
Yao Weiqun

Abstract: The concept of equality is the important content in the ideological history of ancient India
and Europe. The emergence of such thoughts in both places reflected the important characteristics of the
development and change of social forms at that time. They are directly related to conflicts of interest and
political demands among different classes. The concept of equality in ancient India mainly reflected the
assertion of the lower and middle castes of the four castes, and the more typical ones were the idea of
equality of all living beings in Buddhism and the anti-caste discrimination thought of Lokayata. Some
ancient European thinkers also had the concept of equality. Aristotle, for example, believed that a stable and
peaceful society meant that people were in an equal state with each other. The idea of equality in ancient
Europe is often influenced by theology. Many thinkers understand equality to emphasize the equality of
people in believing in god. During the Renaissance, many European thinkers explicitly advocated that all
men are created equal. There are some important similarities and differences between ancient Indian and
European notions of equality. The similarities are mainly reflected in the following aspects: the concept of
equality between the two is closely related to their own social changes; Both involve the idea of religion; Both
have gained more support in modern society. The differences are mainly reflected in the following aspects:
The European concept of equality talks more about natural human rights, while the ancient Indian concept
of equality talks less about this aspect; Indian notions of equality are closely linked to caste issues, whereas
European notions of equality are not always linked to issues of birth; The concept of equality in ancient
India was mainly advocated by a certain school or branch of thought, which has not changed much since
ancient times, while the concept of equality in Europe has changed more than that in India, and the concept
of equality in various periods was mainly proposed by some people who advocated reform in society. It is of
positive significance for us to understand the development characteristics of human society and to learn from
and absorb the precious heritage in the history of ancient thoughts.

Keywords: India; Europe; concept of equality; comparison of Eastern and Western philosophies; world
culture



