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The Logical Operation and Evaluation of the Equal Opportunity Theory by John Romer
LI Hui

Abstract: The market socialism advocated by John Romer plans the blueprint of socialism, and puts
forward that market socialism is not only an inevitable choice for the development of socialism, but
also a powerful guarantee for the realization of equal opportunities of welfarism. Romer’s description
of the future of socialism starts from the internal needs of socialists. He turns the research focus from
the empirical theory of Marxism to the normative theory of Marxism, opposes the practice of equating
socialism in the Soviet model with socialism itself, and requires that we not only pay attention to production
efficiency, but also ensure social equality. Although he questioned the authority of public ownership, he
agreed with the importance of public control of investment or government control of investment, and
stressed that the advantages of market socialism were highlighted in the realization of the goal of “equal
opportunities”. Romer attempts to establish a complete theoretical system of equal opportunity on the basis
of comprehensively summarizing the development mode and advantages of market socialism, criticizing
the equality theory of anti welfarism such as Rawls and Dworkin, and improving the equality theory of
welfarism such as Arnesen and Cohen, so as to further explore the theoretical context of equal opportunity.
By criticizing and supplementing the views of other thinkers, Romer fully expounds his own views, which
is the content logic of the equal opportunity theory. Romer’s theoretical system of equal opportunity
emphasizes “a fair competitive environment” and “personal responsibility”. The essence of socialism is to
provide an institutional guarantee for equal distribution among all members of society. Romer’s theory of
equal opportunity has promoted the development of contemporary political philosophy. Similarly, it has also
triggered a fierce debate on equal opportunity doctrine, which has rich theoretical connotation and research
value.
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