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Micropolitical Basis of Environmental Governance Performance in China: Based on

the Analysis of Incentives and Behaviors of Local Officials
WANG Xianbin & HUANG Liangxiong

Abstract: At present, China attaches unprecedented importance to the construction of ecological
civilization and environmental protection. In the new journey of building a socialist modern country, China
also emphasizes the construction of “beautiful China”. Under this background, this paper discusses the
micro political basis of environmental governance. The protection of the ecological environment by the
Chinese government is dominated by the central government. The local government, especially the local
leaders under the leadership of the central government, has become the most critical role and the main body
in the development of environmental protection. From the perspective of governance and incentive of local
government officials, this paper systematically combs the evolution process of environmental protection
assessment system for local governments, especially local party and government leading cadres, and
analyzes the ecological environment protection performance of local governments from two dimensions of
theory and demonstration based on economic literature. Firstly, based on the literature, this paper expounds
the theoretical logic of the impact of local official governance on environmental protection performance,
and emphasizes the leading role of local leading officials on environmental protection policies and measures
under the central local relationship and within the local government. Secondly, this paper summarizes
the relevant economic literature from the perspectives of promotion, source, term of office, replacement
and relationship of local officials, and comprehensively reflects how local leading officials can actively
and strategically implement the central environmental protection policies to complete the environmental
protection tasks assigned by the central government under the multi task principal-agent relationship,
Maximize the economic interests of the jurisdiction and its own comprehensive utility. This means that it
is a very challenging thing for the government to achieve its tasks and objectives in multiple dimensions.
Great progress has been made in the modernization of China's national governance system and governance
capacity, but institutional and capacity-building still need to be promoted. The central government should
make further use of the rule of law system and digital technology to enhance the binding force, rationality
and accuracy of incentives and governance for local leading cadres, and truly build an ecological and
civilized society.

Keywords: local officials incentives; environmental governance performance; principal-agent
relationship; government-enterprise collusion



