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The Real Occurring of Myth and the Taoist Resistance of Marriage System
YI Tao

Abstract: Through the investigation of four folk myths, we can find that all of their plots may not
be true, but the things included in the implied meaning can actually happen, that is, the marriage
in the traditional society needs to follow the Li-ritual system. Even if the arrangement of parents is
excluded, it may not be able to ensure perfection: not only the conjunct support of many conditions
may be necessarily needed, but also there even is possibility that the newlyweds have to face the
interference from outside of the home and the image setting of both men and women. Taoism is
latently contained in myths, by doing so it could not only obtain an unending vitality through using
the power of people’s thirst for revolt against bitter reality, but also fight against Confucianism and
Legalism, which means myths became a rehearsal ground for tripartite checks and balances. However,
the prevalence of myths did not breed brand new regulation by means of which people can remold
marital order. On the opposite, it exactly confirmed some thesis included in Confucianism. Despite
the appearance of the Chinese Opera Reform Movement in the transformation of ancient and modern
societies, which boost the evolution of the attitudes towards Marriage and Family Life in all sectors of
society, bonds of marriage in modern life still are not only just matters of two people getting together,
but also concerned with bunch of affairs to descend. Confucianism provides exactly an idea paradigm
which can be repeatedly used regardless of the difference of regions and times, which demonstrates
the inherent historical quality of Confucianism. A new institution of marriage is established by
contemporary law, however, as long as the lifestyle patterns of ancient and modern people are not
widely different, there will still be room for Taoism and myths to militate implicitly or even to mirror
the reality. Actually, It can be highly likely true since the marital autonomy of children is commonly
on the wait list after all.

Keywords: myth; Taoist; Confucianism; legalism; marital autonomy



