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The Improvement of Rural Health Service:

Farmers' Needs and National Policies
WU Yemiao

Abstract: The national policy of farmers’ medical and health needs is quite different before
and after the new century. In the 1960s and 1970s, the rural society was short of medical care and
medicine. The national policy encouraged the rural collective to establish cooperative medical care to
service farmers at a low level. In the 1980s and 1990s, due to the decline of household contract system,
most rural collective economies were unable to support the operation of cooperative medical care, and
the problem of farmers' difficulty in seeing a doctor was serious. After entering the new century, the
state actively constantly improves the new rural cooperative medical assistance and basic public health
investment, which basically meets the needs of farmers' medical and health services. At present, the
rural medical and health services are facing many new challenges, especially the structural is lack of
equity, effectiveness, balance and accessibility, which holds back the development of rural medical
and health services. Therefore, to improve rural medical and health services, the state not only needs
to promote the integrated development of medical and health services under the new changes in rural
society, implement the precise medical and health services, but also to meet the new needs of farmers,
optimize the supply and demand structure of rural medical and health services, allocate rural medical
and health services resources reasonably, and promote the deep integration of health services and rural
revitalization.

Keywords: medical and health services; pubic policy; farmers’ need; rural problem



