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Confucianism and the Pluralistic-Integrated Pattern of the Chinese Nation:
Also on the Cultural Enlightenments of Its Historical Wisdom for Governance Oder
NIU Xiping

Abstract: Examining the interactive relationship between Confucianism and the Pluralistic-integrated
pattern of the Chinese nation facilitates an in-depth understanding of the Chinese civilizational wisdom
embedded in the Global governance Initiative, as well as its significance for renovating the global governance
order. Rooted in the life wisdom and modes of existence accumulated by the Chinese people through long-
term historical practice, core notions of Confucianism had already germinated amid early-stage ethnic
integration long before Confucius founded Confucian thought. From the cosmic vision of “the unity of
Heaven and humanity”,Confucianism gradually evolved an Ideological system centered on benevolence(Ren),
Characterized by dialectical thinking such as “harmony without uniformity” and “central harmony fostering
all beings”. throughout prolonged ethnic integration, it generated social-governance frameworks including
the worldview of Tianxia (All-under-Heaven), great unification, the distinction between Hua and Yi (Sino-
barbarian distinction),benevolent rule, ritual governance, virtuous governance, and people-centered
governance. The interplay of these frameworks ultimately gave rise to the pluralistic-integrated pattern
of the Chinese nation. As another vital public good China offers to the world in the new era, the Global
Governance initiative draws nourishment from the fertile soil of Chinese civilization. Its core ideas resonate
with values distilled from the foregoing governance experience: “the king embraces all without exclusion”,
joint governance by rites and law, harmony without uniformity, the people as the foundation of the state
,and practical statecraft. This represents the creative transformation of traditional Chinese wisdom within
contemporary contexts. The successful practice of the pluralistic-integrated pattern of the Chinese nation
contributes a reference framework of “pluralistic-integrated”’to the advancement of human civilization,
reflecting the fundamental configuration of future world civilizations. It fosters a new global governance
order philosophically anchored in “harmony without uniformity”, premised on respect for cultural diversity,
oriented toward consensus-building and a community with a shared future for mankind, and implemented
through exchanges and mutual learning among diverse civilizations. In-depth research into the universal
laws of ethnic integration,social governance and cultural identity embodied in this civilizational structure
and its formative mechanisms can offer profound insights for the global governance order.

Keywords: Confucianism and Ethnic Relations; the Pluralistic-Integrated Pattern of the Chinese Nation;
State Governance; the Global Governance Initiative; Inter-civilizational Relations
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