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Research on the Formation Mechanism and Construction Path of the Conflict Village
Governance Community: Based on the 9-Year Longitudinal Survey of Z Village
ZHANG Shuwang & CAO Wenhao

Abstract: The construction of rural governance community and the realization of organizational
revitalization are the key propositions in the strategy of solidly promoting the comprehensive revitalization
of rural areas. Among them, it is the key and difficult problem in this proposition to transform the scattered
and conflicting village renovation with the characteristics of organizational laxity, factional conflict, public
rule failure and development stagnation into an effective rural governance community. This study takes the
nine-year governance transformation and innovation experience of Z village in Guangdong Province as a
case, constructs an analytical framework of “conflict-intervention-reconstruction”, and explores how the long-
term conflict within the villagers group catalyzes the elements, mechanisms and paths of building a rural
governance community. The study found that the lax conflict within the villagers is not only a characterization
of governance failure, but also nurtures the elements and conditions for the village to start the construction
of the governance community, and forms a dynamic mechanism to activate external intervention, promote
institutional adjustment, and reshape the governance structure. In the process of external forces embedded
in rural society to intervene, the state system realizes the embedding of rural local behavior through rule
reshaping, promotes the systematic reconstruction of village interest distribution pattern, power structure and
collective action mechanism, and finally realizes the dynamic construction from disorder to co-governance.
The research breaks through the traditional linear thinking of “organizational presence-institutional supply”,
expands the theoretical boundary of the construction of rural governance community, and provides practical
path and policy update enlightenment for solving the dilemma of rural governance in the context of lax
conflict.

Keywords: scattered conflict villages; rural governance community; village conflict; external
intervention; rural reconstruction
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