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disciplines, have engaged in rational academic reflections on the meritorious honors and awards system. Their
work demonstrates a coherent logic and appropriateness, forming the following three basic research patterns.
First, normative investigations at the institutional level, involving the historical evolution, practical reflection,
and international consideration of the meritorious honors and awards system. Second, an elucidation of its core
at the value level, exploring the intrinsic characteristics and functional roles of meritorious honors and awards;
Third, pathway optimization at the efficacy level, integrating theoretical construction with practical exploration
to analyze the strategies and recommendations for enhancing meritorious honors and awards. However, overall,
research on this topic remains in the accumulation stage, with relatively narrow perspectives mostly focused
on describing institutional construction and arguing its necessity. There is a lack of systematic theoretical
interpretation, and the examination of its internal operational mechanisms and practical efficacy is insufficient.

Keywords: national honors system; meritorious honors and awards; honor governance; symbolism;
identification
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Digitalization of Tax Collection and Administration and Urban Tax Effort:

A Quasi-Natural Experiment Based on the “Golden Tax Phase III” Project
ZHANG Jiahao, LIU Chongxian & ZHANG Cheng

Abstract: The Golden Tax Project Phase III leverages information and digital technologies to enhance
the effectiveness of tax administration and improve its standardization, precision, and transparency, thereby
providing important support for adapting tax administration to the development of the digital economy,
modernizing tax governance, and ensuring stable fiscal revenues. Drawing on panel data from 253 prefecture-
level cities over the period 2010-2023, this study treats the phased rollout of the project as a quasi-natural
experiment and employs a staggered difference-in-differences (DID) model to evaluate its impact on urban
tax effort and to identify the underlying mechanisms. The empirical results reveal that: (1) the pilot policy
significantly improves urban tax effort, a finding that remains robust across a series of sensitivity tests; (2)
heterogeneity analyses indicate that the positive effect is more pronounced in cities with higher urbanization
rates, greater government intervention, and more advanced informatization levels; (3) the policy operates
through two main channels—intensifying government fiscal pressure and promoting financial development—
which in turn raise tax effort; and (4) further analysis suggests that the tax-effort effect induced by the policy
also leads to increased spending on people’s livelihood and may intensify cross-regional profit shifting.
Collectively, these findings offer empirical evidence and theoretical implications for the ongoing digitalization
of tax administration, underscoring both its favorable outcomes and the importance of mitigating potential
adverse effects.

Keywords: Golden Tax Phase III; digitalization of tax administration; tax effort; residents’ welfare;
regional profit shifting; difference-in-differences model
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