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On the Non-Waivability of Chinese Communists’ Rights :
A Theoretical Justification Based on “Obligation Orientation” and “Responsibility-Based Rights”
WANG Jiangin & HE Zhenjie

Abstract: The rights of Chinese Communists are a special type of rights, which start from “duty” in
logic and take “political responsibility” as the final value goal. Exercising the rights actively and correctly
is a political responsibility that Chinese Communists should bear for the Party organization, and it is
also an essential component of membership in a mission-oriented political party. Xi Jinping Thought
on Party Building clearly stipulates that “upholding the centralized and unified leadership of the CPC
Central Committee” is the highest principle of Party leadership. Through the institutional framework of
Democratic Centralism, this principle is the political boundary and value goal for Chinese Communists
in the exercise of their rights, providing the fundamental guideline for understanding the political nature
of Chinese Communists’ rights. The demands put forward in “the 14 commitments,” such as “exercising

LEINT3 EEINT3

full and rigorous governance over the Party,” “strengthening firm Party consciousness,” “governing the
Party through systems and regulations,” and “fulfilling the political responsibility for governing the Party,”
collectively confirm, from the four dimensions of Party governance requirements, subject cultivation,
institutional safeguards, and accountability implementation, the principle that Chinese Communists' rights
shall not be deprived without statutory procedures. Based on the logic of rules, the “duties first” orientation
and the requirement for “internalizing responsibility” in the system of Party rules indicate that the exercise
of members’ rights is conditional upon the fulfillment of duties and is strictly limited to the status of Chinese
Communists. From a legal perspective, the rights of Chinese Communists are “responsibility-based rights”
deeply linked to political identity. In short, these rights are the credentials from the Party organization to its
members to perform a mission; they are not tools of special interests that can be used freely. In terms of the
logic of practice, the passive waiver of the rights of Chinese Communists will directly weaken the foundation
for the operation of Democratic Centralism and damage the political life of individual Chinese Communists.
In the new era, the system for guaranteeing the rights of Chinese Communists should be strengthened from
“bottom-line protection” to “responsibility empowerment.” A new system needs to be established in which
“rights always come with responsibilities, and giving up rights always leads to accountability”, to add more
power to the improvement of the system for exercising full and strict governance over the Party.
Keywords: Xi Jinping Thought on Party Building; Chinese Communists’ rights; obligation orientation;

responsibility-based rights; Party rules
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