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[ REHE k]

Interaction and Collaboration between Guangdong and Hong Kong in Dealing with Refugees in the
Early Stage of the Nationwide War of Resistance Against Japan— Focusing on Bao’an and Hong Kong
LUO Wenjie

Abstract: From 1937 to 1940, the Japanese invasion of China continued to escalate. Large tracts of land
in East China and Central China fell into the hands of the Japanese invaders. South China also suffered
continuous invasion by the Japanese army. To escape the war, a large number of people from the mainland
moved south to the Guangdong and Hong Kong regions. With the fall of Guangzhou and Bao’an County, a
large-scale, multi-wave “refugee wave” of regional aggregation and transit through Hong Kong was formed,
which then triggered regional refugee relief issues in the societies of Bao’an and Hong Kong. The societies of
Bao’an and Hong Kong provided rescue efforts independently and interactively. Through measures such as
strengthening shelter and resettlement, mobilizing social assistance, raising and distributing relief supplies,
organizing return migration, and encouraging and helping self-rescue through reclamation, they provided
active and effective relief to the refugees and achieved effective continuation and extension of refugee relief
activities between regions. It also shows the diverse roles and rich practical aspects of the two governments
and various social organizations from all sectors in refugee response and relief work. However, as the Japanese
army occupied Bao’an several times in the subsequent period, blocked the border by force and pressured Hong
Kong from close range, the refugee relief work in the two places became increasingly passive and weak, and
the refugees ultimately found it difficult to obtain a peaceful living environment. The investigation of the
regional refugee relief practices in Guangdong and Hong Kong (mainly Bao’an County and Hong Kong) in
the early days of the Full-Scale War of Resistance helps to deepen understanding of the interactive process of
the mainland and Hong Kong societies in sharing weal and woe and overcoming difficulties together during
the War of Resistance, and provides inspiration for strengthening cooperation among cities in the region,
responding to potential crises and challenges, and promoting economic and social integration and development
in the new era.

Keywords: in the early stage of the Nationwide War of Resistance Against Japan; refugee relief; regional
refugee issues; Bao’an and Hong Kong; Community of the Chinese Nation
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