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Chen Xun and the Ci-Poetry Genealogy in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Region
since the Late Qing Dynasty
HEI Bai

Abstract: Due to its geographical location and advantages in external exchanges, the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Area is often the first to perceive the changing trends of the era. In the field of ci-poetry, this
has manifested as a regional characteristic of being particularly adept at leading contemporary trends. From
this perspective, the region’s ci-poetry genealogy can be outlined: one main thread focuses on the modern
transformation of traditional ci-poetry, and three branches cover three shifts—of regional concept from
Lingnan to Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao, of identity from traditional ci poets to modern intellectuals, and of
research concept from ci composition to ci studies. Its formation is inseparable from ci poet groups gathered
around leading cultural figures. Chen Xun is situated within the genealogy of ci-poetry in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Area. As the “Lingbiao Master of Ci,” he deeply participated in the systematic construction
of regional ci-poetry. Firstly, Chen Xun’s Haixiao Ci-poetry—ranked alongside that of Kuang Zhouyi, one
of the four great ci masters of the late Qing period—combined with his teaching of ci-poetry in university
classrooms and his composition exchanges with friends, established a clear paradigm for learning ci-poetry,
profoundly influencing the development of the ci form. Secondly, Chen Xun’s Haixiao Commentaries on Ci-
Poetry, which focuses on commentary on compositional structure, deeply influenced the research approaches
of later ci scholars, initiating a paradigm shift from impressionistic commentary to structured analysis. After
Chen Xun, scholars such as Zhan Antai, Luo Kanglie, Zhu Yongzhai, Qiu Shiyou, Shi Yidui, Chen Yongzheng,
Huang Kunyao, and Peng Yuping all advanced to the national level and made innovations in their respective
fields. It can thus be said that the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Area’s ci-poetry, characterized by its ability
to lead the trends of the era, has seen its torch passed from generation to generation, with no lack of worthy
SUCCESSOTS.

Keywords: Chen Xun; Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao; Ci-poetry genealogy; Haixiao Ci-Poetry; Haixiao
Commentaries on Ci-Poetry
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