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Power Transfer: Orientation and Implications of the Formation Logic of Progressive
Societies during the May Fourth Movement
WANG Bing

Abstract: In the operation process of Chinese traditional society, culture and politics have always been
closely related, and the ideological evolution and academic development are also linked with political
movements. This reveals the logical starting point of the relationship between social organizations and social
changes. Therefore, mass organizations are an important factor that profoundly reflects the changes of modern
Chinese society. Power transfer is an important perspective in the study of the history of thought. From the
perspective of power transfer, the orientation of the formation logic of May Fourth progressive societies can
be roughly examined from three aspects. Firstly, the orientation of ideological power, which mainly examines
the founding of progressive societies from the perspective of the spread of “doctrine” in modern China. The
second is the orientation of organizational power, which is mainly reflected in the continuous evolution of
modern Chinese mass organizations since the reform movement of 1898. The third is the orientation of social
power, mainly in the process of “intergenerational inheritance” of modern Chinese intellectuals. On the whole,
the orientation of these three aspects can be summarized as the transmission and evolution of power transfer in
the public sphere of modern Chinese society.

Keywords: power transfer ; May Fourth progressive societies; formation logic; implications
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