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The Self-Reform Gene in the Yan’an Spirit and Its Implications for Addressing the
“Unique Challenges of a Large Party”
YAO Jiting & HUA Xuena

Abstract: The gene of self-reform embedded in the Yan’an spirit is deeply rooted in the essential
attributes of a Marxist party.Entering the new era, the Communist Party of China (CPC) , with a high degree
of historical consciousness and strategic initiative, made the significant theoretical judgment of the “special
challenges that a large party faces.” Addressing this contemporary issue, which concerns the Party’s very
survival and the realization of national rejuvenation, urgently requires activating and creatively transforming
the gene of self-reform inherent in the Yan’an spirit. This requires the whole Party to establish and practice a
correct view of performance, answering in depth the questions of “for whom to create achievements and what
kind of achievements to create,” so as to set the value coordinates for self-reform. The practical pathways are
constructing a pathway system supported by four dimensions-value, foundation, institution, and spirit, this
approach provides both a historically grounded and practically relevant theoretical framework and practical
plan for the Party to effectively address internal risks in the new era, successfully transcend the historical
cycle, and ensure the security of its long-term governance.

Keywords: Yan’an spirit; self-reform; correct understanding of governance performance; special
challenges that a large party faces; implications
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