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Criticism of Pan-Entertainmentism Based on Marx’s Social Time Theory
DOU Yongchao

Abstract: As a trend contrary to mainstream ideology, the development of pan-entertainmentism is closely
bound up with the evolution of social time. Leisure time, alienated time and free time are intertwined, jointly
forming the temporal logic for criticizing pan-entertainmentism. The emergence and development of the
capitalist mode of production have disrupted the time order of traditional society. The popularization of large
scale machine industry has greatly raised production efficiency. Although bringing workers more leisure time,
it has not freed them from capitalist exploitation, instead becoming the temporal basis for the breeding of pan-
entertainmentism. With the deep collusion between capital and technology, leisure time has gradually become
alienated, showing distinct features of blurriness, commodification and entertainmentization. Via media
platforms, capital infiltrates entertainment into daily life, blurring the boundaries between work and leisure,
turning time into quantifiable and consumable commodities. This alienation extends capital’s exploitation of
the audience from the sphere of production to every corner of daily life. By creating illusions of entertainment,
capital makes people lose critical awareness and the ability of independent thinking in unrestrained
entertainment consumption, ultimately resulting in capital’s pan-entertainment domination over people. The
key to dispelling pan-entertainmentism lies in breaking the capitalist shackles of time and converting alienated
leisure time back into real free time. Only in this way can the public break away from the spectacles of pan-
entertainmentism, pursuing spiritual improvement and all-round human development.

Keywords: Marx’s Social Time Theory; pan-entertainmentism; leisure time; alienation time; free time



