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The Logic, Principles and Modes of Data Elements’ Participation in Distribution from the
Perspective of Marx’s Distribution Thought
TANG Xiuhua & SUN Yue

Abstract: Based on the principles of historical materialism, Marx pointed out that it is of historical
rational to distribute the newly produced surplus value according to the ownership status of production factor
owners over the means of production. Currently, China has entered the digital economy era. As a new type of
production factor, data elements effectively assist other production factors in achieving value multiplication,
drive revolutionary changes in China’s productive forces and modes of production, and have become an
important strategic resource for China, which should be incorporated into the income distribution framework.
The virtuality, shareability, and scale effect of data elements have brought about new changes in the fields of
production, exchange, distribution, and consumption, making it inevitable to develop distribution principles
in line with the times. We should adhere to the distribution principles that take the basic socialist economic
system as the foundation, put the people’s interests first as the core, take clear ownership as the key, and regard
the dialectical unity of efficiency and fairness as the orientation. On this basis, it is necessary to continuously
optimize the ways for data elements to participate in income distribution, clarify the driving forces, operation
mechanisms, development guarantees, and legal safeguards, and stimulate the new quality productive forces of
data elements. These efforts will help create a newlandscape for China’s digital economy.

Keywords: Marx’s distribution thought; data elements; digital economy; distribution principles; new quality
productive forces



