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The “Alliance” of Capital Logic and the Division of Labor: A Perspective on
Involutionary Competition
DING Zheng & RAN Jinyu

Abstract: At present, involutionary competition has already transcended sectoral boundaries and shows a
generalized tendency. As a historical product produced by the coupling of capitalist logic and the old division
of labor, it is not an accidental social phenomenon but a concrete externalization of deep contradictions at
the level of the mode of production. Under capitalist logic the commodification of labor gives rise to coercive
competition among workers, while the division of labor effects the de facto subordination of labor to capital.
The coupling of these two forces not only delimits people’s “possible space for development,” but also
drives workers into excessive competition through concealed mechanisms such as skill ossification, implicit
exploitation of labor time, and the internalization of self-exploiting dispositions. This, in turn, aggravates
one-sided development of the person and produces wasteful, ineffective consumption of social resources.
However, involutionary competition also exhibits a non-final character. As the externalized form of a structural
conflict between productive forces and the division-of-labor system, it is both a concentrated outbreak of the
old division of labor’s internal contradictions and a destructive force that negates that order; objectively, it
accumulates conditions for the transformation of division-of-labor forms and for more comprehensive human
development. Therefore, from the standpoint of Marx’s theory of the division of labor and the critique of
political economy, the key to relieving involutionary competition lies in thoroughly grasping the underlying
contradictions of the mode of production. Under the conditions of a socialist market economy, comprehensively
deepening reform must be the core pathway: by developing qualitatively new productive forces, constructing
appropriately adapted new production relations and systems of division of labor, and dismantling the structural
barriers of the old division of labor, we can rationally steer capitalist logic and overcome (sublate) involutionary
competition—ultimately promoting a historic transcendence of division-of-labor forms and realizing the free
and all-round development of individuals.

Keywords: logic of capital; division of labor; involutionary competition; comprehensively deepening
reform; free and all-round development of individual



