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The Impact of Traditional Clan Culture on Entrepreneurial Vitality: Empirical
Evidence from 247 Cities in China
ZHANG Hongzhou

Abstract: In recent years, China has recorded an average annual increase of over ten million new market
entities, with urban entrepreneurial vitality demonstrating considerable resilience despite the absence of formal
institutions. The critical role of informal institutions in this context cannot be overlooked, and traditional clan
culture serves as a quintessential example. Taking clan culture as the point of departure, this study selects 247
cities from 2003 to 2020 as the research sample and constructs a two-way fixed effects model to investigate
the influence of traditional clan culture on urban entrepreneurial vitality. The findings reveal that clan culture
significantly enhances urban entrepreneurial vitality, a conclusion that remains robust after a series of tests,
including endogeneity tests using the instrumental variable method and robustness checks such as replacing
the dependent variable. This facilitating effect exhibits pronounced heterogeneity: it is particularly salient
in eastern and southern cities but insignificant in other regions; it exerts a significantly positive impact on
entrepreneurial vitality in both high-tier and low-tier cities, with a stronger effect observed in the former.
Mechanism analysis indicates that the emphasis on education embedded in clan culture affects urban
entrepreneurial vitality by enhancing urban human capital; the value placed on trustworthiness improves urban
entrepreneurial vitality by ameliorating the urban credit environment; and clan kinship networks influence
urban entrepreneurial vitality by broadening access to urban private lending. Based on these conclusions,
this paper suggests that the inheritance of clan culture should be dialectically strengthened, promoting those
elements compatible with socioeconomic development. The potential value of concepts such as educational
focus, integrity, mutual assistance, and the social capital inherent in clan culture should be harnessed to
invigorate urban economic vitality.

Keywords: clan culture; traditional culture; cultural core; kinship networks; entrepreneurial vitality
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On the Construction of Cross-Border Labor Dispute Mediation Cooperation Mechanism in
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
LV Huigin, HUANG Zizhao & CHEN Sijia

Abstract: With the rapid advancement of the construction of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area, cross-border employment and job mobility within the region have been increasing. The complexity
of cross-border labor practices among the three regions—Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macao—along with
the notable differences in substantive labor laws and the judicial resolution of cross-border labor disputes,
which faces jurisdictional conflicts and legal applicability barriers, have made mediation an optimal pathway
for resolving such disputes. The three regions have explored the establishment of cross-border labor dispute
mediation platforms, collaborative mediation models involving mediators from all three areas, and the
signing of mediation cooperation agreements. However, challenges persist, including insufficient alignment
of mediation rules, fragmented mediation cooperation, and a lack of mediator professionalism. Aligning
mediation rules, implementing soft law governance for mediation cooperation, and integrating mediation
resources are strategic measures for building a cross-border labor dispute mediation cooperation mechanism in
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, promoting harmonious labor relations in the region.

Keywords: Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; cross-border employment; labor disputes;
mediation cooperation; rules coordination



